Museum Hours: 9-5 Monday-Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Winter 2010
Newsletter
Exhibits at UCM this Winter
RAILS AND SHUTTERS THEME ROLLS ON

MAINSTAY OF MAIN STREET:
BLYTH & FARGO COLLECTION
MOVES TO MUSEUM

Photographers of
Wyoming
(September 2009–
May 2010) Featuring
the works of Charles Kirkland,
Joseph Stimson, and Charles
Belden. On loan from the
American Heritage Center
(Laramie).

Hell on Wheels:
Union Pacific
Railroad
Towns in Wyoming
(November 2009May 2010) Vintage
views from Cheyenne to
Evanston. On loan from the
American Heritage Center
(Laramie).

On the Road and In
the Shops: Working
for the Railroad in
Evanston, 18711971 (through May
2010) Extended run for
this popular in-house
production.

__________________________________________
NEW AT THE
MUSEUM STORE
For those chilly winter days, the
museum store now carries hooded
sweatshirts with the Wyoming bucking
bronco logo. Also on hand is an
assortment of caps to complete the
look, along with state-themed
souvenirs.

In 1906, the Blyth & Fargo building dominated the
Main Street skyline of Evanston as it still does today.

In 1872, as the story goes, Thomas Blyth flipped a dime to
determine whether he would stay in Evanston or move on
to California. Fortunately for Evanston, Blyth stayed here
and started a general store that was a mainstay of Main
Street for more than a century. Initially named Blyth &
Pixley, the landmark business became Blyth & Fargo in
1890 when Lyman Fargo joined as a partner after working
at the store for ten years.
When the business closed in 1981, fixtures and
merchandise from then and from decades before were
stored on the third floor and in the basement. Recently,
descendants of Harry Bodine—last president of Blyth &
Fargo—donated much of this treasure trove to the Uinta
County Museum. Work is now underway in the upper east
gallery of the museum to create an 1890s to 1930s
interpretation of the business utilizing this remarkable
collection. The current museum store (or museum
mercantile) will be moved into the same area as a “store
within a store.”
The project includes
removal of old carpet and
restoration of the original
wooden floors (right) in the
1906 Carnegie Library
building as preparation for
the Blyth & Fargo exhibit.
The grand opening target
date is May 1.

Visit www.uintacounty.com/museum to find out the latest at the Uinta County Museum!
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WYOMING AND THE
HOLLYWOOD WEST
Westerns have been a staple of Hollywood
filmmakers from the outset. Not surprisingly,
Wyoming has been the
setting for many of these
horse operas. A new inhouse exhibit at UCM
takes a look at celluloid
cowboys who rode the
range of the Cowboy
State in such classics as
Shane and The Virginian.
Of note is Jack Padjan
(right), an obscure movie
buckaroo who had family
connections to Evanston.
His hat was donated to
the museum and is on
display. Did you know that Ronald Reagan
played a peace officer from Bear River City in an
episode of Death Valley Days?

BROWN BAG THURSDAYS
On the first Thursday of the month between 11:30
AM and 1:30 PM we’ll provide beverages for your
lunch. Stroll through the exhibits or take part in a
discussion on museum activities and historical
topics. On January 6, the
subject of the lively session was
“Wyoming State Hospital.” In
recognition of the Chinese New
Year, the focus for February 4
will be the “Chinese Joss
House.”

A BRIDGE SO NEAR
Built in 1921, it may be the oldest Lincoln Highway bridge in
Wyoming. Located north of Fort Bridger on a 1913 alignment of
the historic highway (now Uinta County 221), this concrete structure
spans Blacks Fork on the site of a 1919 timber bridge. Despite a
dilapidated appearance, the bridge still seems solid. There are
some small holes in the deck and a section of railing is missing.
Uinta County Road and Bridge had been planning to demolish this
old bridge and build
a new one.
However, recent
research on the
historical
associations of the
bridge has caused
the Wyoming
Depatment of
Transportation
(WYDOT) to
reconsider it as
eligible for listing on
the National
Register of Historic Places (NHRP). 1921 Lincoln Highway bridge (above)
and toppled signpost with LH logo
A revised report will be submitted to (below).
the Wyoming State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO). An
alternative analysis will look at three
options: 1) rehabilitation, 2)
replacement, and 3) building a new
bridge upstream. A decision to
rehabilitate would allow for
interpretation of the bridge along
with the nearby and recently
restored 1920s Black and Orange
Cabins that were on the Lincoln
Highway in Fort Bridger.

